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RECITAL AND RECEPTION  

AT THE RESIDENCE  

OF THE PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR 

 

On Thursday 27th February 2020  

from 7 to 9:30 pm 

At the kind invitation of the  
Ambassador   

Sr Manuel Lobo Antunes 

The evening will begin with a recital by 

musicians of the Anglo-Portuguese En-

semble 

Afterwards drinks and canapés will be 

served in the room next door, where we 

can meet up with old friends and new ac-

quaintances and swap unlikely stories 

from the past. 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

11 BELGRAVE SQUARE 

 

The house was bought by 
the Portuguese 
Government  shortly after 
the War, having suffered 
considerable bomb 
damage.  It took three years 
to restore the building and 
turning the interior into a 
beautiful Portuguese Solar.  
The entrance hall has a 
marble floor and walls 
covered in azulejos tiles.  A 
broad marble staircase 
leads to the next floor. 

THE FRIENDS OF THE 

BRITISH CEMETERY, 

ELVAS 

 

It was the Arabs who founded the city, 

hence the name, which in Arabic meant 

‘The Strong (Place)’.  It was founded in 

the first half of the eighth century.  The 

town consisted, initially, of the castle and 

a small fortified area encompassing the 

high ground. 

The settlement soon developed well be-

yond these walls, necessitating the build-

ing of a second defensive wall.  The line 

of this can still be seen, highlighted by the 

square towers, which were erected at in-

tervals. 

Elvas was captured by forces under the 

King D. Sancho II in 1228.  Among his 

army were a group of Knights Hospitaler.  

They broke through at an area Known as 

Corujeira (The Place of the Owls).  Here 

they raised an altar.  This became a her-

mitage and finally a substantial church 

dedicated to their Patron Saint, John the 

Baptist. 

Following the Christian conquest, Elvas 

expanded rapidly and before long an addi-

tional line of defence was needed.  This is 

generally known as ‘a Muralha Fernandi-

na’.  It was completed in about 1340. 

The final fortifications were essentially 
built on this wall using all the most mod-

ern techniques, turning it into one of the 
strongest fortified towns in Europe. 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR TICKETS 

Name: 

………………………………………………………. 

 

Address: 

………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………. 

Post Code: ………………………………… 

 

Number of Tickets required  

at £55 each…………. 

 

Cheques should be made payable 

to:  

‘Friends of the British Cemetery’ 

and sent with this form by 13th 

February to: 

 

Major Nick Hallidie 

10 Ballingdon Street 

Sudbury  

Suffolk CO10 2BT 

Tel: 01787 880 445 

Mob: 078 120 100 97 

Email: nickah3559@gmail.com 

THE BRITISH CEMETERY,  
ELVAS, PORTUGAL 

 

 The British Cemetery was opened to  

receive the body of Major General  

Daniel Hoghton, Sir Bernard’s ancestor,  

who was killed at the battle of Albuera  

on 16 May 1811.  Several further burials  

were made there, but only four have 

grave stones. 

The Friends were formed in 1996 to care  

for the cemetery.  In 2000 memorial  

plaques were unveiled to the regiments  

who fought at Albuera and the sieges of 

Badajoz. 

Later the Chapel was restored at  

considerable expense and a small  

museum installed. 

It is now a ‘Must Visit’ point for any 

Battlefield tour in the area. 

In 2012, Elvas was finally recognised  

as a World Heritage and the Fort de  

Graça restored to its 18
th
 Century glory, 

 

 

The Anglo-Portuguese 

Ensemble is a string formation 

made up of young professionals 

from Portugal and the United 

Kingdom.  

The music will include:   

 

'Death of Manfred' by Luis de 

Freitas Branco;  

A selection from 'Cenas da 

Montanha' by Vianna da Motta;   

And to finish with, the Mazurka 

by Oscar da Silva. 

 

 


